
For God so 'Dvu'-d the World 
 

Translator Lee Bramlett was confident that God had left His mark on the Hdi culture somewhere, but though he 
searched, he could not find it. Where was the footprint of God in the history or daily life of these Cameroonian 
people?  What clue had He planted to let the Hdi know Who He was and how He wanted to relate to them? 
 
Then one night in a dream, God prompted Lee to look again at the Hdi word for love. Lee and his wife, Tammi, had 
learned that verbs in Hdi consistently end in one of three vowels. For almost every verb, they could find forms ending 
in i, a, and u. But when it came to the word for love, they could only find i and a. Why no u? 
 
Lee asked the Hdi translation committee, which included the most influential leaders in the community, “Could you 
‘dvi’ your wife?”  “Yes,” they said. That would mean that the wife had been loved but the love was gone. 
“Could you ‘dva’ your wife?” “Yes,” they said. That kind of love depended on the wife’s actions. She would be loved as 
long as she remained faithful and cared for her husband well. 
 
“Could you ‘dvu’ your wife?”  Everyone laughed. “Of course not!  If you said that, you would have to keep loving your 
wife no matter what she did, even if she never got you water, never made you meals. Even if she committed adultery, 
you would be compelled to just keep on loving her. No, we would never say ‘dvu.’ It just doesn’t exist.” 
Lee sat quietly for a while, thinking about John 3:16, and then he asked, “Could God ‘dvu’ people?” 
Abraham 
 
There was complete silence for three or four minutes; then tears started to trickle down the weathered faces of these 
elderly men. Finally they responded. “Do you know what this would mean?  This would mean that God kept loving us 
over and over, millennia after millennia, while all that time we rejected His great love. He is compelled to love us, even 
though we have sinned more than any people.” 
 
One simple vowel and the meaning was changed from “I love you based on what you do 
and who you are,” to “I love you, based on Who I am. I love you because of Me and NOT 
because of you.” 
 
(Adapted from a letter titled One Little Vowel, published to staff of Wycliffe USA) 

Ministry Budget Update   

We have really been feeling the love from our partners, both in prayer and financially. It is such a blessing to have so 
many people who are committed to our ministry and to Bible Translation. We are getting closer to our goal! 
 
We have gained several new partners in the past month and our remaining need is now $757.00 per month in regular 
financial commitments to reach the ministry budget Wycliffe has set for us. 
 
We trust God that we will be completely funded by July 2014 and depart for French school in August 2014.  Can you 
help us return to Cameroon by committing to a monthly, quarterly, or annual financial contribution towards our 
Wycliffe ministry?  Will you consider being part of our prayer team?  Do you know others who would be interested in 
hearing about our ministry and our part in Bible Translation? We invite you to partner with us in in Bible Translation 
so that we can help get the Scriptures translated into their heart language so people can read God’s great love story. 
 

We are so grateful for you! 
 
Ways to join our financial partnership team: 
(1) Visit http://www.wycliffe.org/Partnership.aspx?eis=302162 
(2) For tax deductible gifts, checks should be made payable to Wycliffe Bible Translators with a separate note 
indicating "Preference for the Wycliffe Ministry of Matthew and Teresa Lee: Account #302162" and sent to Wycliffe 
Bible Translators  P.O Box 628200 Orlando, FL 32862-8200 USA 
(3) Contact us and we will get you started. Matthew_Lee@Wycliffe.org 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.  

John 3:16-17 NIV  

Prayers and Praises  

 Prayers as we continue with our busy schedules of school and work.  

 Praise for warmer weather! 

 Prayers for Teresa's parents as they travel from VA to TX to visit in March.  

 Praises for the opportunities we have to talk with friends and partners near and far!  

 Prayers for those in the world who do not yet know of God's Love.  

 Praises for all the Bible Translation Projects in process around the world and for the many people it takes to 

translate scripture.  

With Love,  

 


