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"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  
Matthew 11:15 NASB  

Growing up I (Teresa) didn't get into trouble often, but I remember while taking a test in the third grade I heard a 

noise and turned around to see what it was. My teacher thought I was cheating and had me go into the hallway. I 

spent the next few minutes explaining to her that I was turning around because I didn't understand the noise I had 

heard. Shortly after this, the school tested my hearing and I was sent to an audiologist.  It was determined that I had a 

mild-to-moderate sensorineural hearing loss. I was fitted for hearing aids and began wearing them. At school there 

was improvement in my reading and spelling. My parents and teachers noticed a big difference in how I interacted 

socially. The difficult part for me was that I felt and looked greatly different from my peers and often got teased. I 

also felt that people treated me differently because I was wearing hearing aids. When I was in elementary and middle 

school, I took it in stride and wore them, but as I got older the more difficult it seemed to be. I liked wearing my 

hearing aids in order to hear, but I just wanted to fit in with my peers. In high school and college, I only wore them 

for school. I learned different coping methods for not always being able to hear and understand. These included lip-

reading, moving closer to people when talking, asking people to repeat themselves, not talking much in social 

settings, and decoding (being able to piece together words and sentences even if I didn't understand it all).  

Last summer, after 7 years of not wearing my hearing aids, I decided to go to the audiologist and have my hearing 

retested. It had changed a little, but it is still a mild-to-moderate hearing loss. Specifically, I have difficultly hearing 

sounds between 25-70 decibels. Some of the letter sounds that I have difficultly hearing include K, H, T, S, L, R, F, 

Sh, Ch, and vowels (A, E, I, O, and U). I also have more difficulty hearing where there is a lot of background noise, 

if the person is in a different room from me, behind a barrier, or far away.  

A few days before leaving for French study, we made the decision to spend some of our savings and purchase a new 

pair of digital hearing aids. These do not just amplify everything, but they raise the sounds that I need to hear and 

help to reduce background noises. These have been a blessing. It was not until I started wearing them that I truly 

understood how much I was missing. In English I am still able to use my different strategies to reconstruct what I 

hear when needed, but they are less effective for French. Having hearing loss and learning a new language is 

challenging, but thanks be to God who gives me the strength to learn what I need to in order to be able to 

communicate.   

Ministry Update 

For the first time in 5 years, Wycliffe has updated the budget 

estimations for living in Cameroon. According to our administration, 

the price of a bag of rice has doubled in that time, travel and fuel are 

more expensive, and the value of the dollar has changed.  For people in 

preparation to leave their home country, this will be welcome 

information for preparation. What that means for us, however, is that 

we are now about $100 short per month of our budget for arrival in 

Cameroon. Even though we are far away from our partners, we are still 

required to meet that budget before transitioning to Cameroon. We 

would love for you to be a part of Bible Translation. If you feel God 

calling you to be part of our Wycliffe ministry team please contact us 

or follow the instructions on how to partner at the bottom of the 

newsletter!  

Teresa was excited to find this bilingual 

book at a local library. It is written in 

both French and Duala, which is one of 

the languages of Cameroon. 



Partnering with Us and Bible Translation!  Ways to join our Wycliffe financial or prayer partnership team:  

 

Prayers and Praises 

Here in Switzerland it is beginning to feel a little bit like spring. We have heard 

birds chirping and there are little flowers appearing in the garden outside our house. 

We have enjoyed winter but are definitely ready for warmer temperatures.  

- Praise for great professors and classmates for Teresa and the encouragement they 

bring to learning French. 

- Pray for continued progress for Teresa in French study. 

- Praise that Matthew has had the opportunity to impact two youth groups in 

Switzerland by sharing about being a missionary. 

- Pray for the training in Burkina Faso that Matthew is attending this week, March 

13-22. Pray also for good health and safe travels for Matthew and his colleagues.  

- Praise for all of you who already partner with us in prayer and financially.           

- Pray that God will lift up partners to fulfill the remaining $100.00 of our monthly Wycliffe budget.  

- Praise for how God speaks to us through worship music in English and French! (Enjoy for yourself the example we give at 

the end of this letter.) 

- Praise that last week we were delighted have a visit from Teresa's sister, Jennifer. It was a welcome taste of home after so 

many months away. It was a blessing to be able to show her around where we have been living while here for French study.  

Your prayers do make a difference in our lives and work! Please let us know how we can be praying for you as well!   

Trainings 

Matthew was invited to assist this week (March 13-22) with a yearly training in 

the capital of Burkina Faso, the excellently-named Ouagadougou (WA'-ga-DO-

gu). How many of us already have a Bible app on our phone to use when we 

aren't carrying our paper Bibles? This year's training will focus on putting 

newly-translated scripture from West and Central Africa online so that it will be 

available on a website (at www.bible.com) and on telephones through the 

YouVersion app.  The Kenyang and Denya New Testaments of Cameroon, of 

which Teresa and I had the pleasure of attending their dedications in 2010, are 

already available online. Many Cameroonians have basic smartphones or access 

to internet cafes, so this allows greater, more convenient, and free access to the 

Word of God. You can go to (http://voice.adobe.com/v/RajVAKix4-a) to learn 

more about Smart Scripture Phones, how they will impact the lives of those in 

Africa, and even help directly!  

Teresa's school in Cameroon has asked her to attend a phonics training in 

England to bring some updated expertise to the team. She is thankful for 

the opportunity to attend the training April 8-9.  

We are also thankfully that both the phonics training and the training in Burkina 

Faso are paid for by department budgets.  

Chaque Jour 

Below is the chorus to a song that we sing 

at Church. It is by group called "Face à 

Face". Teresa is looking forward to seeing 

them perform live Friday night (March 13) 

here in Neuchâtel! 

Chaque Jour, je veux marcher dans Tes 

voies chaque instant a chaque pas et vivre 

de ton amour. Chaque jour, je veux 

entendre ta voix. Et que ma vie soit pour 

Toi tout comme un parfum d'amour que je 

répands devant Toi." 

The English Translation: "Every day, I 

want to walk in Your ways every moment 

and live each step of your love. Every day, 

I want to hear your voice. And my life is 

for You as a fragrance of love I pour 

before You." 

(1) For tax deductible gifts, checks should be made payable to Wycliffe Bible Translators with a separate note indicating 

"Preference for the Wycliffe Ministry of Matthew and Teresa Lee: Account #302162" and sent to Wycliffe Bible 

Translators  P.O Box 628200 Orlando, FL 32862-8200 USA 

(2) Visit https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/302162 

(3) Contact us and we will get you started. Teresa_Lee@Wycliffe.org orMatthew_Lee@Wycliffe.org 

Avec Amour,  


