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We arrived in Switzerland! 
Thank you for all your prayers and encouragement. God is faithful! We were able to obtain our Switzerland visas from the 
Embassy office in D.C. on Aug. 27 at 2pm. Both sets of parents (and Teresa’s sister) drove up to D.C to see us off. We enjoyed a 
lovely lunch together and then lots of hugs at the airport! It was a blessing to be able to spent a little more time with them 
before we caught our flight. We arrived in Neuchâtel around noon on Aug. 28. The next few days were spent relaxing and 
getting over jet-lag before Teresa started French classes on Sept. 1.  

It is hard to believe that we have been here for more than a month. We have been able to explore the area. The city of 
Neuchâtel is charming and there are many shops, restaurants, and sights. Nearly everything is located right on the lake, so it is 
relaxing to just go sit next to the lake or take a stroll along the path. Many days you can see wind surfers and sailboats out on 
Lake Neuchâtel. 

There are many different ways to travel around Neuchâtel: by walking, biking, or taking the train, bus, funicular, boat, or tram. 
The most common for us are the bus and walking, as we live about 3.5 miles from the center of Neuchâtel! 

Our host parents, Heini and Nicole Bühler, have generously opened up their home to us. We have our own bedroom 
downstairs (where Matthew lived before) and a new little kitchenette and dining area for our use. We enjoy many meals 
surveying the beautiful view of the lake, and we often share meals, conversations, and games with the Bühlers. 

We attend church at La Rochette, where the congregation has been very welcoming. Many here remember Matthew from his 
stay in Neuchâtel before. During the service we sing many familiar songs, such as Notre Dieu ("Our God" by Chris Tomlin) 
and Ton Nom ("Your Name" by Paul Baloche). We have also attended dimanche accueil a few times, which is a Sunday lunch 
hosted by church members. Attending church is not only worshipful, but gives us an opportunity to meet new people and to 
practice French. 

Other activities that we have the opportunity to do include swimming in Lake Neuchâtel (the water was cold!), visiting Le 
Landeron for a medieval fair (in and around a real castle!), watching an air show (along with 110,000 other people!), rock-
climbing (on real rocks!), biking to St. Peter’s Island (17 miles round trip!), visiting Murten (a walled city!) and taking the boat 
taxi back to Neuchatel, seeing fireworks (twice!), and hiking Creux-du-Van (beautiful views and wild goats!).  

Praise and Prayers  
 

• Praise that we made it safely to Switzerland and have settled in. 
• Praise that our car was sold in Virginia! 
• Prayers for Teresa as she continues to learn and practice her French in 
preparation for Cameroon. 
• Praise for the beautiful weather that we have had and the opportunities we 
have had to explore Neuchâtel. 
• Pray for Matthew as he continues to work on a couple of projects remotely. 

Fun Facts about Switzerland  

• There are 4 official languages in Switzerland: Swiss German (64%, many dialects), French (20.4%), Italian (6.5%), and Romansh (< 1%). But 
most people also speak English. 
• An Alphorn is a wooden horn from 3ft to 12ft long, sometimes curved slightly, with conical bore and a cup-shaped mouthpiece. In 
Switzerland it is used to call cattle and to entertain tourists. 
• There are lots of stairs in Switzerland. The longest stairway in the world is located on Nisesen Mountain with 11,674 steps. However, it is 
open only once a year to the public for a stair run.   

This is Neuchâtel as seen from the old prison tower.  
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Au Revoir,  

Français! 

I have intensive French language class each morning (M-F) for 4 hours. There are 5 other students in my class. The class size is 
small for more one-on-one learning. My classmates are from Hungary, Brazil, Korea, and Ukraine. The teachers are very patient 
and helpful. During class the teachers focus on teaching us vocabulary (plus learning if the word is masculine or feminine), 
grammar, pronunciation, comprehension, and writing. I am currently learning lots of verbs and how to conjugate them and use 
them successfully in a sentence. Classes are going well, but it is tough trying to remember and recall it all when I need to use it. 
Everything is taught in French, so when the teacher is explaining a word she does so in French, if 
we don’t understand then she will act it out, draw a picture, or pull a picture up on her iPad. We 
also have a book and workbook that have exercises that we complete to review the vocabulary 
and grammar we have been learning. Some days we also play games or watch a video where we 
then have to explain what is going on. The teachers keep us on our toes, so we are always learning 
something new! 

In the afternoons I have the opportunity to review what I have learned with Matthew. When 
around others that are speaking French, I am able to recognize some words when they are 
speaking (slowly) and get the context of what they are saying. When seeing words in print I am 
recognizing more and more of them. I am still hesitant to say much in French. 

Matthew's Projects 
One of my main goals right now is to help Teresa transition into speaking French. As she said above, that means 
reviewing homework, introducing people, and of course, explaining and providing new French words to correspond 
with our experiences.  This alternates between encouraging further progress and rewarding progress already made. 

Along with this, I have other projects. Trying not to nerd out too much, I'll give you an overview. 

At present I am working on two related projects. While preparing some Hebrew and Greek Bible resources for 
conversion and distribution to translators across the world, I am also working on making available French resources 
for Bible translators. I am glad to report that the latter has passed a roadblock and is moving steadily forward. Both 
sets of resources are/will be directly used in Cameroon. 

My most interesting task right now is converting a dictionary for a minority language that was typed:  
1.) on an old Mac  
2.) in an old font that is no longer feasible  
3.) in an old version of Microsoft Word  
4.) backwards (the language is written from right-to-left, and older versions of Word couldn't cope with that. Typing 
backwards was sometimes the only way to work.) 

Lastly, I'm still working on a project that will become my Master's thesis, but I'll explain more of that another time. 

Contacting Us!  

Thank you for all your prayers and encouragement in our Wycliffe 
ministry. We thank God for you! We would love to hear from you!  

We can always be reached by e-mail at Matthew_Lee@Wycliffe.org 
and Teresa_Lee@Wycliffe.org  

Our address in Switzerland: 
Matthew and Teresa Lee  
rue de la Chapelle 20A 
2035 Corcelles NE, Switzerland  

Cliffhangin' at Creux-du-Van!  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ Teresa is 'French fried" from 

finishing her homework.  
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